148	A   HISTORY   OF   THE   BORGIAS
ward, went the Christian King, conferring with the mattoid
Fra Girolamo Savonarola at Poggibonzi; fighting a des-
perate battle at Fornuovo, where he lost his army stores;
reaching France, with his forces disgraced and in disorder;
and he himself disabled by the sentence of the Greater
Excommunication which the thoroughly angry and tri-
umphant Pontiff fulminated after him.
In Florence, Fra Girolamo ceased not to labour on
behalf of the Christian King, sowing seeds of political dis-
cord, and preparing the germs of certain calumnies which,
in later years, were used by Florentine friends of France.
His sermons were French manifestoes, and denunciations
of Medici. He had stepped from the pulpit of the pastor
to the platform of the politician. His power was admirable
and admired, his sincerity unquestionable; and earnest
efforts were made to reclaim him from the doubtful prac-
tices in which he wras embarked. The Lord Alexander P.P.
VI summoned him by a kindly and paternal Brief to Rome;
saying that He wished to hear him personally, and to con-
fer with him as to the methods which he advocated. How
revoltingly inconsistent are the writers who rail against
the Pope for His treatment of this degenerate friar! Leav-
ing out of the question matters of dogma, articles of Faith,
in reference to which the Founder of Christianity definitely
promised to permit no error, it must be admitted that,
regarding ordinary affairs of government and discipline, a
Pope well advised is superior to a Pope ill advised. Well,
here is the Pope having heard many hard things of
Savonarola, definitely and gently offering to hear that
madman's own defence, definitely trying every means,
every most intimate and stringent means, to render Himself
\7ell-advised before proceeding to judgment. If the sub-
sequent actions of the Lord Alexander P.P. VI deserve to

